
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

On Tuesday, Dec. 3, I 
attended the West 
Shore FaCT (Faith 

Communities Together for a 
Sustainable Future) presen-
tation with speaker, Patrick 
Murray, at the West Shore Uni-
tarian Universalist Church. 

Mr. Murray is the conve-
ner of the NEO Coalition for 
a Green New Deal and along 
with being a medical doctor 
for 26 years, he has worked 
throughout his life on social, 
economic and racial justice.

Mr. Murray presented and 
spoke about the Green New 
Deal proposed legislation, U.S. 
House Resolution 109. 

The Green New Deal is 
comprised of two sets of goals, 
the first being the production of 
clean energy to reduce carbon 
emissions to slow climate 
change and the second being 
to focus on solutions to pov-
erty, unaffordable healthcare 
and infrastructure needs. The 
Green New Deal legislation sets 
goals and projects to be accom-
plished over a 10-year national 
mobilization effort.

The most pressing, impor-
tant goal is to get the United 
States to zero carbon emissions. 
The United States is one of the 
biggest emitters of carbon diox-

ide currently, and consequently 
we also have a chance to lead 
the world to change it.

Why is this so urgent? The 
world emits 40 billion tons of 
carbon dioxide a year. If we 
continue on this course, the 
International Panel on Climate 
Change has estimated that we 
have only 15 years left before 
the point of no return. 

The IPCC is part of the 
United Nations and it was estab-
lished in 1988. Their most recent 
report recommended that it is 
important to keep the climate 
change within 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius rather than the 2 degrees 
previously recommended.

To keep climate change 
to 1.5 degrees, global carbon 
emissions need to be cut in 
half by 2030 and eliminated 
altogether by 2050. The good 
news? This is possible. We have 
the technology to accomplish 
this. What is holding us back? 
Take a good guess: money.

There is estimated to be 2.7 
trillion tons of potential carbon 
emissions in the ground still. 
These “resources” are owned by 
companies and these “assets” 
are currently valued to be in 
the tens of trillions of dollars. 
Guess what? If we go to zero 
emissions, these assets will be 
worth absolutely nothing.

by DIANA PI

In 1833, Dover Township’s annual 
expenditure was $120.93.

Here’s where some of that 
money went: Ransom Foot was 
paid $1.14 for “Constable ser-
vices.” Asa Blood was paid $3.75 
for “Trustees & Clerks Services.” 
Eli Clemans was paid $2.34 for 

“paper & services as a [township] 
clerk.” Over 60% of expenses 
were in support of “Pauper” and 
“Poor.”

Today you can find all of 
these historical gold nuggets 
(from the 1800s to today) on the 
city website – thanks to the dili-
gent work of Westlake’s Clerk of 
Council, Denise Rosenbaum.  

Denise’s office is next to 
the cavernous Westlake council 
chambers room. On a Decem-
ber day, I was surprised to see 
a 6-foot tree hibiscus in bloom 
inside her office. Next to her 
office is the well-lit, climate-
controlled records library, where 
history waits.
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Westlake clerk of council:   
guardian of Dover history
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Children share 
their  favorite

 holiday traditions    
See pages 8-9

Westlake Clerk of Council Denise Rosenbaum, right, and OHRAB representative Meghan Hays.

What is the      
Green New Deal?

THE GREEN REPORT

by DAVE SARTIN

The Christmas spirit is alive in Bay Village.
A charity drive at a local business has 

raised more than $1,700 for children’s toys, 
infant supplies, household needs and other goods 
during the holiday season.

While many of the donations came from loose 
change at Fragapane Bakery at Dover Junction, one 
man wrote a check for $250.

“I’ve had a good year and I want to pay it for-
ward,” he said.

Organized 10 years ago by bakery employees 
Cindy Swartz and Ann Hauck, the fund drive provides 
money for a shopping trip shortly after Thanksgiv-
ing. The group scours advertising supplements for 
coupons and special prices.

“We want to get the best bang for the dollars,” 
said Swartz.

Loose change charity raises $1,700

A loose-change charity was started 10 years 
ago at Fragapane Bakery. See FRAGAPANE page 4
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Thanks for a great 11 years!
As 2019 comes to a close with our final issue of the 
year, we offer sincere appreciation for the hundreds 

of volunteers who have helped create, edit and 
distribute the community’s newspaper over the 

last 12 months. We are also grateful for our civic-
minded advertisers, whose financial support makes 

each issue possible. And of course, for the many 
thousands of readers who make the Observer the 

most popular newspaper in our community.

Happy holidays, Westlake and Bay Village. 
See you in 2020!
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The Green New Deal out-
lines the urgency with which 
the United States needs to 
take action to reduce and 
eliminate carbon emissions. 
The plan outlines ways to 
accomplish this that will ben-
efit every person living in the 
United States. The Green New 
Deal would appoint a select 
committee to draft a plan that 
accomplishes the national 
mobilization required to get 
to the 10-year goal.

The five goals of the GND 
are: 1. Achieve net-zero green-
house gas emissions through 
a fair and just transition for all 
communities and workers; 2. 
Create millions of good, high-
wage jobs; 3. Invest in the 
infrastructure and industry of 
the United States; 4. Ensure 
a sustainable environment 
for all; and 5. Promote jus-
tice and equity in historically 
oppressed vulnerable com-
munities.

My bet is you are won-
dering how can we do all that? 
It seems overwhelming and 
too much and too radical. 
But guess what? Our coun-
try has united for a common 

goal before, called The New 
Deal. We united and under-
went dramatic change to 
fight World War II. The United 
States passed the War Powers 
Act of 1941 just 11 days after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

The New Deal gave the 
president a great deal of 
authority to execute WWII, 
and the entire U.S. economy 
was converted to accomplish 
the goal. This meant higher 
taxes, war bonds, ration-
ing of food, and conversion 
of manufacturing to war 
materials. The percentage of 
federal spending of the total 
U.S. economy went from 10% 
to 40%! (Currently, federal 
spending is about 20% of our 
economy.)

In his presentation, Pat-
rick Murray laid out a great 
case that because our coun-
try united in a single effort 
for WWII, it is absolutely pos-
sible to unite again to save our 
environmental future, which 
really means our future in 
general. 

Yes, this is radical. No, 
I wasn’t sure before attend-
ing his talk about how I felt 

about the Green New Deal, 
but his presentation was very 
persuasive that without radi-
cal change such as the Green 
New Deal, it is very likely that 
climate change will pass the 
point of no return.

Do scientists know for 
sure what will happen? Of 
course not – but it is in our best 
interest to believe them and 
make changes accordingly.

What are the other ben-
efits of lessening and zeroing 
out our carbon emissions? 
Immediate health benefits. 
Air pollution will be reduced 
dramatically, significantly 
improving the quality of our 
air. How do we get people on 
board with the Green New 
Deal? A social movement 
needs to be built and devel-
oped with about 3% of our 
population getting on board.

What can you do locally 
to help the movement? Here 
are some ideas from Mr. 
Murray: 
1. Educate locally about the 

urgency and magnitude 
of the problem by writing 
letters to the editor, talk-
ing to friends, family and 
neighbors, and any other 
way you can think of;

2. Support a “green bank” to 

fund renewable develop-
ment in Cuyahoga County;

3. Support public transit;
4. Speak to your local gov-

ernment about making 
green investments such as 
retrofitting buildings to be 
zero-emission by install-
ing solar panels and heat-
ing alternatives, replac-
ing city cars with electric 
and building a local food 
infrastructure. Encourag-
ing local municipalities to 
lead by example is a huge 
step in the right direction.

How can we pay for all 
of this? Isn’t that the million 
(or billion) dollar question?! 
Come find out at the next 
West Shore FaCT presenta-
tion on Tuesday, Jan. 7, at 7:00 
p.m. It will be held again at the 
West Shore Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, 20401 Hilliard 
Blvd. in Rocky River. Andres 
Bernal will be the speaker, 
and will present about how 
to fund the Green New Deal. 
He is a research fellow at the 
Global Institute for Sustain-
able Prosperity and he is cur-
rently the Outreach Officer for 
the Modern Money Network, 
among many other qualifica-
tions he has. I hope I see you 
there! 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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by LWV observer JUDITH WEISS

This report is not an official state-
ment of the League of Women Voters. 
Official minutes are prepared by Mayor 
Summers’ office.

Present: Mayors Summers (Lake-
wood) presiding; Kennedy (North 
Olmsted), Bobst (Rocky River), Patton 
(Fairview Park), Koomar (Bay Village), 
and Renee Mahoney, COG Fiscal Officer.

Guests: County Council members 
Nan Baker and Dale Miller. Mayor Sum-
mers welcomed Meghan George, newly 
elected to replace him as Lakewood 
mayor; and Patrick Cooney (not pres-
ent), elected to replace Mayor Patton of 
Fairview Park. He explained the back-
ground of WCOG and noted that the 
police chiefs and fire chiefs also meet 
monthly to discuss common issues.

The meeting was called to order at 
9:30 a.m. and adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Fiscal Officer’s Report: Budget 
allocations for enforcement in 2020 
went according to previous years.

RTA: The new president will come 
to next WCOG meeting. There is still a 
vacancy on their board. Patton stated 
that Fairview is having safety problems 
with the transit station on Center Ridge 
where there is no off-street parking and 
people have been sleeping in the heated 
shelter. She wants to know the role of the 
transit police. Are there general safety 
regulations? She will bring up these 
concerns at the end of the next meet-

ing, as they may need to have a separate 
conversation.

NOACA: Nothing new to report.
Land Bank: Cuyahoga County 

councilman Dale Miller reported that 
the Land Bank is making a strategic 
shift, turning to restoration rather than 
demolition. Summers asked who will 
replace him on the appointed Land 
Bank board after he is no longer mayor 
and indicated interest in remaining as a 
private citizen.

County Planning Commission: 
The new director should be invited to a 
future WCOG meeting. Summers noted 
that he expects to see a lot of work on 
I-90 in the next 2-3 years and answers 
are needed about possible traffic issues.

Mayors and Managers Asso-
ciation: The next meeting will include 
training for the new mayors. The 
Lakefront Trail project, proposed by 
Cuyahoga County is beginning stage 
and will be described at the next WCOG 
meeting.

Other issues: Recycling and its 
costs: What happens with city contracts? 
Rocky River and Lakewood handle 
their own recycling, so they don’t have 
contracts with haulers. Surcharges are 
coming. Bobst stated that the cities have 
to be honest and careful with residents 
in explaining the changes. Where a city 
used to get paid for recycled materials, 
now the city has to pay to have it hauled 
away. Contaminated bags go to land-
fill. People don’t want to abandon their 

habits, but these are the realities. The 
best option may be for citizens to buy 
fewer single-use items, or packaging, in 
the first place.

Old Business: Reserve engine: The 
possibility of sharing the expense of a 
new fire engine will be discussed by the 
fire chiefs at their meeting.

Home Rule and Plastic Bag Ban: 
The mayors stated that if the bag ban 
isn’t communicated or implemented 
well, cities will be forced to react. Char-
ter cities can pass laws that supersede 
county laws now, but state action could 
possibly change this. Cities aren’t sure 
what they are expected to do about 
implementation and enforcement. 
Councilman Miller noted that the 
enforcement date has been changed to 
Jan. 1, 2020, which may serve as a soft 
roll-out. He said that this is a consumer-
driven law, thus voluntary compliance 
is key. The county’s Consumer Affairs 
Department visits stores regularly and 
will be able to communicate if they see 
non-compliance. Councilwoman Nan 
Baker admitted that the county acted on 
this legislation without reaching out to 
local mayors. Summers said he will ask 
State Rep. David Greenspan and State 
Sen. Matt Dolan for the status of H.B. 
242 and S.B. 222, which would allow the 
use of “alternate containers.”

The next WCOG meeting will be 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, at 9:30 a.m. in Bay 
Village City Hall. All meetings are open 
to the public. 

Westshore Council of Governments (WCOG) meeting, Nov. 13, 2019

ABOUT THIS ISSUE’S NAMEPLATE: One the cover of this issue, doves are shown flying over the Observer 
nameplate. We chose doves, symbols of love and peace, to share with our readers warm wishes for the holiday 
season and new year.
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by DIANA PI

On Dec. 10, the first fire 
truck for Westlake (back 
then Dover Village), 

an original 1937 Ahren-Fox 
Pumper, was transported to the 
Western Reserve Fire Museum 
and Education Center for a two-
month display. The truck was 
restored by the Westlake Histori-
cal Society and bought back by 
the fire department 10 years ago 
for $1. It has a retrofitted engine from an auction at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. The 
museum, located at 310 Carnegie Ave., is open to the public from Wednesday to Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults, $6 for seniors and $5 for children. 

CHANUKAH EXTRAVAGANZA

C H A B A D  O F  T H E  W E S T  S I D E  I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O :

MONDAY, DEC. 23  * 5:30 PM

A N D  G I A N T  M E N O R A H  L I G H T I N G !

F O R  M O R E  I N F O :  

W W W . J E W I S H W E S T S I D E . C O M

ה ב"

AT: THE MARKET SQUARE - CROCKER PARK

www.allisonchapin.howardhanna.com www.simonofflaw.com

www.marlenjewelers.com

www.wcrw.com

Antique Westlake fire truck going 
to Western Reserve Fire Museum

Westlake firemen pose with the 1937 Dover Village (Westlake) fire engine. 
Pictured, from left: Tony Samarin, Rob Thompson, Ryan Clifford, Craig 
Goodwin and John Kish.
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The original Dover Village fire engine plaque 
on the side of the truck.

by SUSAN ICEMAN

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 
CAIR (Council on American-

Islamic Relations), St. Ladislas Catholic 
Church and WCMA (West Cleveland 
Muslim Association) hosted “Tea Time 
for Peace,” an interfaith and larger 
community dialogue with the focus on 
getting to know your Muslim neighbor 
better. It was held at Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Westlake on Dec. 4.

Christians and Muslims alike took 
a brave and hospitable step in a time 
so fraught with controversy and fear. 
Over 100 guests gathered together for 
the chance to have tea, snacks and 
conversation with neighbors from 
diverse communities that may not 
have otherwise had a chance to come 
together. 

The evening was filled with 
warmth and laughter as neighbors got 
to know each other and launched new 
friendships. 

Tea time for peace
FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Christians and Muslims gathered for tea and conversation at Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Westlake.
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Then they attack Walmart, 
Marc’s, Target and Kohl’s. At 
Walmart, they filled five shop-
ping carts before stopping at a 
bewildered checkout clerk.

“It was a zoo,” said Swartz. 
“It was crazy.”

Warm hats, gloves, books, 
diapers and other baby supplies, 

as well as toys go to a special store 
operated by St. Augustine Church 
and Hunger Center in the Trem-
ont neighborhood in Cleveland. 
The merchandise is “sold” to the 
needy, but priced at whatever 
donation the shopper can afford.

All of the proceeds from the 
store go to a long-standing meal 
program at St. Augustine.

“Nobody makes a profit,” 
said Swartz. “It goes to the soup 
kitchen.” 

During my visit, Denise took down a binder and 
opened pages and pages of yellowing documents 
written in flowery cursive, each page preserved in 
an individual plastic cover. Flipping through them 
gently, Denise pointed out that her predecessor, 
Wells Porter, township clerk from 1825-30 and 1845-
48, had the loveliest handwriting.

Four binders later, covering 1831 to 1880, I 
realized the expanse of her undertaking: ten years 
to bring almost two centuries of Dover/Westlake 
history alive.

In 2010, out of necessity, Denise began to 
digitize City Council meeting minutes and legisla-
tion onto OnBase, a record and research platform. 
OnBase was already used by other Westlake depart-
ments.

Seven years later, she had finished digitizing 
nearly 20,000 documents going back to 1910. In a 
2017 Observer interview, Denise said, “The enormity 
of this project felt like chipping away at an iceberg 
with only an ice pick.”

In 2017, she started on the “old stuff and the 
really old stuff.” Denise contacted the Western 
Reserve Historic Society (WRHS) and requested 
access to Dover’s remaining records dating back to 
the 1830s.

Denise described the process. A WRHS repre-
sentative carefully transported the original docu-
ments to the Cleveland Public Library. Using the 
library’s free high-resolution scanning equipment, 
Denise painstakingly copied each page. She brought 
the data back on a thumb drive to be reprinted at 
city hall and stored in the records library. 

Denise said, “For those who asked ‘Can you find 
[this] for me?’, now it’s easy to pull up. For those who 
eat up history, it’s the excitement. Hopefully people 
will take advantage of it.”

At the Dec. 5, 2019, city council meeting, Denise 
and the Westlake City Council were awarded the 
Ohio Historical Records Advisory Board Achieve-
ment Award for the preservation project. Meghan 
Hays, board member of OHRAB and the local his-
tory librarian at the Shaker Heights Public Library, 
presented the award. She noted that each year they 
choose those who “build significant collections, 
implement successful preservation strategies, 
enhance access to archives, [and] develop effective 
digitization programs.” And Denise’s work has “just 
about covered every one of them.”

State Rep. David Greenspan also presented 
Denise and City Council with a commendation from 
the Ohio House of Representatives for her work.

Denise thanked OHRAB for the opportunity 
to be recognized and the council for their support. 
She said, “The work is tedious and very interesting, 
a benefit for those interested in history like I am.”

For her next project, Denise is transcribing the 
19th century documents to make them easier to 
read, especially for those who can’t read cursive. All 
will be easily accessible online by keyword search.       

Will Krause, the assistant planning director for 
the City of Westlake and a Westlake historian, has 
worked with Denise to sort and decipher some doc-
uments. Originally the clerks spelled some names 
phonetically; some – especially German names – are 
hard to follow. Krause said, “Denise is very meticu-
lous and strives for accuracy. [Her] love and passion 
for local history … has created a tool that will be a 
boon for genealogists of the future.”

The records library is open to the public during 
City Hall hours, and available online at docs.cityof-
westlake.org, under the Legislation/Minutes – Web 
Access drop-down menu. 

ROSENBAUM from front page    

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Call us for an appointment today.

Denise Rosenbaum in the records library.

FRAGAPANE       
from front page    

Natalie Swartz, a student at Avon High School, and Ann 
Hauck shopped for gifts for the needy.
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by VICTOR RUTKOSKI
The Burneson Builders Club 

spent a night of Christmas shopping 
for their adopted family at Target. 
The Builders Club raised money 
for their Christmas shopping spree 

through fundraising projects such as 
selling doughnuts in school and a Pie 
In The Face event.

The Builders Club is a sponsored 
youth group of the Westlake Kiwanis 
Club teaching young people leader-

ship and values of community ser-
vice by caring for others. Other recent 
projects were collecting candy for 
U.S. servicemembers overseas and 
food drives for the Westlake Com-
munity Assistance program. 

Burneson Builders Club adopts family for Christmas
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Cub Scout families from Pack 39 of Bay Village 
recently collected donations for the Village Project. 
On Dec. 10, the second-grade Wolf Dens worked 
with Village Project staff to sort donations and 
create greeting cards for clients.

Pack 39 Cub Scouts 
support the Village 
Project with donations
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by KIM BONVISSUTO

Two Westlake High School seniors 
earned recognition from the 
National YoungArts Founda-

tion as being among the nation’s most 
accomplished young artists.

WHS senior Graeham Guerin was 
named the finalist in Jazz/Double Bass, 
while senior Tim Picard was recognized 
for Jazz Guitar at the Merit Level.

The two are among 686 of the 
nation’s most accomplished young 
artists in the visual, literary and per-
forming arts. Selected from thousands 
of applications and representing artists 
residing in 40 states and six countries, 
all 2020 YoungArts winners gain access 
to financial, creative and professional 

development opportunities through-
out their careers.

Graeham has played double bass 
for four years and is planning to major 
in Jazz Studies/Double Bass in college. 
He hopes to have a career as a profes-
sional musician. Graeham is a College 
Credit Plus (CCP) student at Cuyahoga 
Community College (Tri-C), where he 
takes courses in math, English, sociol-
ogy and music. He also participates in 
several Jazz ensembles at Tri-C.

Tim has played guitar since fifth 
grade, participating in the Lee Burne-
son Middle School Jazz Band. He, too, 
is a CCP student at Tri-C, where he 
takes music courses and participates 
in several ensembles. He is planning 
to major in Jazz Studies in college and 

similarly hopes to work as a profes-
sional musician. Tim’s older brother, 
Rob, also was a YoungArts Merit 
winner his senior year in Jazz Percus-
sion. Rob is a junior at Jackie McLean 
Institute of Jazz at the University of 
Hartford.

Selected through a blind adjudi-
cation process, the winners represent 
the top 10% of applications. Graeham 
will be among the finalists attending 
National YoungArts Week in Miami in 
January. During this intensive, week-
long program, finalists will participate 
in master classes and workshops with 
internationally recognized leaders in 
their fields, and will showcase their 
work to the public at the New World 
Center and the YoungArts campus. 

2 WHS students named among nation’s 
most accomplished young artists

Graeham GuerinTim Picard

Thom Kerka and Mayor Paul Koomar carve turkeys for 
residents of the Knickerbocker Apartments.

by SCOTT GREGORY

The Bay United Method-
ist Church provides an 
annual Thanksgiving 

dinner for the residents of the 
Knickerbocker Apartments. 
Members of the church pre-
pare the food and set up, 
serve, and clean up after the 
dinner is served.

The turkeys were carved by 

Paul Koomar, Bay Village mayor, 
with the assistance of Thom 
Kerka, Bay United Methodist 
Church member. The blessing 
was provided by Rev. Jonathan 
McCleery, of Bay UMC.

The congregation of the 
Bay United Methodist Church 
really look forward to this giv-
ing-back event and it is truly 
appreciated by the residents 
of the Knickerbocker.

A Thanksgiving Tradition
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Visit the Clague House Museum
westlakeohiohistory.org

1371 Clague Road • Info: 216-848-0680
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by IRENE SZAMBECKI and MADELYN 
HUGHES, third-graders at Westerly 
Elementary

Are you an immigrant? If you said 
yes, you probably came to Amer-
ica by airplane. In our third-grade 

class, we learned about immigrants 
coming by ships in 1892-1954.

Trunk Day was a special day in 
school where we learned about immi-
grants by visiting different stations 
in the school cafeteria. We tried on 
clothes found in old trunks and suit-
cases. We also tasted food and pre-
sented two plays about immigrants 
and their journey.

The class was divided into groups 
and learned about families from differ-
ent European countries. We had so much 
fun! In our old suitcases, we found old 
letters, diary entries, a doll, old dresses, 
shirts, suit coats, sweaters, vests, hats, 
jewelry and many more things.

We learned about families who 
really came to Cleveland. One family 
we learned about was the Levine 
family who immigrated from Russia 

in 1897. The three 
children brought 
their stamp col-
l e c t i o n  w i t h 
them. The father, 
Manuel, was a 
lawyer and judge. 
We also learned 
about the Shehan 
family who trav-
eled from Ireland 
in 1841 and went 
to Canada. They 
moved to Cleve-
land in 1847 and 
raised 8 children. 

W h e n  w e 
put  some of 
the clothes on, 
we looked like 
d a u g h t e r s  o f 
immigrants. We 
looked like first-
class passengers on our journey to 
America. We didn’t look so happy when 
we took our picture because when we 
looked at real immigrant pictures, they 
didn’t smile. We wanted to act just like 

them.
One of our favorite stations was 

to try some food. Parents brought 
food from these places: Ireland, Italy, 
Greece, Russia and Hungary. Some 

of the food we tried was strudel, tea 
cakes, soda bread, cookies, tzatziki and 
pita. Our favorite was the strudel. We 
had a fun morning learning all about 
immigrants! 

Westerly class explores immigration

Irene and Madelyn, dressed as immigrants on Trunk Day.

by MAGGIE KING

The Bay Village Recreation 
Department held their annual 
Holiday Fun Night Event on 

Friday, Dec. 6. Residents enjoyed 
Christmas-themed games, holiday 
crafts, cookie decorating and a visit 
from Santa. There was a wonderful 
turnout for the final event at Bayway 
Cabin!

The Recreation Department is 
here for all of your holiday needs. 
Purchase a recreation gift card to use 
on any program, activity, member-
ship or at the pool concession stand. 
Stop by the Recreation Department 
and pick up this great stocking 
stuffer!

Upcoming 2020 Programs
Bitty Kickers, ages 3-5. Bitty 

Kickers is designed to introduce 
and teach the FUNdamentals of 
soccer. There will be a combination 
of learning and games to enhance 
the experience. Perfect for kids just 

starting to learn the game of soccer. 
Wednesdays, Jan. 8-Feb. 5, 1-1:45 
p.m. at the Community Gym. Fee: 
$45/residents; $55/non-residents.

Big Magic w/ The Magic Man, 
ages 6-12. Is your child an aspiring 
magician? Is he or she fascinated by 
magic tricks? If so, The Magic Man will 
teach your child the fundamentals of 
what it takes to be a magician and how 
to impress the crowd. Wednesdays, 
Jan. 8 -29, 6-7 p.m. (beginners), 7-8 
p.m. (advanced) at Bay Lodge. Fee: 
$35/residents; $45/non-residents.

Super Science of Slime, ages 
5-12. Have your child come and 
explore the Super Science of Slime. 
Students will immerse themselves 
in a 2-hour STEAM exploration of 
the chemical reactions in creating 
slime. We will create together three 
customized containers of slime that 
students will be able to take home 
with them. Session 1: Jan. 18, Ses-
sion 2: Feb. 22, noon-2 p.m. at Bay 
Lodge. Fee: $35/residents; $55/non-

residents.
3V3 MLK Day Tourna-

ment, grades 3-8. Gather your 
friends, make a team, and play 
3-on-3 basketball! Jan. 20, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. (tentative). Divi-
sions: Boys & Girls Grades 3/4; 
Boys & Girls Grades 5/6; Boys 
& Girls Grades 7/8 (subject to 
change based on number of 
teams; max. 8 teams per divi-
sion). Register as a team at the 
Recreation Department; max. 
of 5 players per team. DEAD-
LINE: Jan. 6 – no late regis-
trations! Fee: $120/residents; 
$150/non-residents.

Indoor Afterschool 
Tennis, grades 3-4. Classes 
will focus on stroke work 
and live ball play. Tuesdays, 
Jan. 28-Feb. 18, 2:20-3:20 
p.m. at Westerly Elementary. 
Fee: $45/residents; $55/non-
residents. Have a safe and fun 
holiday season! 

Bay Rec has holiday fun, plans 2020 programs

Brady (4), Brooklyn (8), Bryce (20 months) and 
Brielle (5) Bizga visit with Santa during Bay 
Rec’s annual Holiday Fun Night.

Join Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center for a special selection of 
star shows and animal encounters 

to engage the whole family throughout 
winter break. Holiday programming is 
scheduled for: Dec. 23, 26, 27 and 30; 
and Jan. 2 and 3.

   • 10:30 a.m.: Critter Encounters
   • 11:30 a.m.: Twinkle Tots
   • 12 p.m.: Stellar Stars
   • 1 p.m.: Critter Encounters
   • 2 p.m.: Full Dome Show
   • 2:30 p.m.: Sky Tonight

Programs cost $3-$5 per person. 
The Center will be closed on Christmas 

Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve and 
New Year’s Day. For more information, 
visit www.lensc.org. 

Spend winter break at Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center
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What the Browns need from Santa: veteran leadership
by JEFF BING

The year was 1994. The 
Cleveland Indians were in 
the midst of the massive 

rebuild that would transform 
them from perennial losers of 
the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s into one of 
MLB’s better franchises moving 
forward. Owner Dick Jacobs 
had invested heavily in the 
farm system and it was begin-
ning to pay dividends, turning 
out promising talent such as 
Carlos Baerga, Albert Belle, Jim 
Thome, Manny Ramirez and 
Charlie Nagy.

Jacobs’ young GM, John 
Hart, added to the farm system’s 
yield by trading shrewdly for 
talent such as Kenny Lofton. The 
team was exciting, and any seri-
ous fan who followed the team 
at the time knew things would 

soon change for the better.
However, despite the infu-

sion of future Hall of Famers, 
manager Mike Hargrove’s 1992 
and 1993 teams won only 76 
games each year; the talent 
seemingly wasted. Clearly, 
something was missing.

Over the winter prior to the 
start of the 1994 season, John 
Hart acquired veteran stars 
Eddie Murray and Dennis Mar-
tinez. Both players were clearly 
on the downside of illustrious 
careers, but Hart felt they still 
had enough left to impact the 
team positively. And the thing is, 
it wasn’t only about adding Mur-
ray’s bat and Martinez’s arm to 
the Indians roster. He was also 
adding leadership.

Murray, although known 
as being quiet and sometimes 
moody, still knew how to com-

mand respect; and more impor-
tantly – he knew what it took to 
win in the big leagues. Martinez 
had the same impact on the 
team’s young pitching staff.

The addition yielded 
immediate dividends on the 
team, as the Indians were only 
a game out of first place when 
a players strike ended the ‘94 
season. Hart then added Orel 
Hershiser for the 1995 cam-
paign, and the Indians reached 
the World Series for the first 
time since 1954.

My point in all of this? 
The Indians had been peren-
nial losers for so long, simply 
upgrading the talent was not 
enough. The franchise had to 
learn how to win again, and 
bringing in the three veterans 
mentioned above did just that. 
Four decades of losing leaves 

myriad psychological scars on 
a franchise, and even a city.

It appears the Browns are 
in the same position as the 
Tribe almost 30 years ago. The 
Browns have been dismal for 
two solid decades. The talent 
has been massively upgraded, 
yet the parallels to the Indi-
ans’ failures of the early ‘90s 
are remarkably similar, as the 
Browns will fall far short of 
expectations this year.

Going into this season, 
the leaders of the Browns were 
expected to be former No. 1 draft 
choices Baker Mayfield and 
Myles Garrett, with some help 
provided by Odell Beckham. We 
won’t waste any time rehashing 
Garrett’s situation, but it should 
be pointed out that Baker May-
field – who seemingly embraced 
the idea of being referred to as 

a team leader a year ago – is 
not nearly as chipper about the 
role after falling on hard times 
in 2019.

We can only hope the step 
backward helps Mayfield mature 
prior to next year – it’s clear he 
needs to. And Odell Beckham 
has had so little impact on the 
team’s play this season that he 
may not even be on the roster in 
2020, let alone be a team leader.

Mike Hargove was a bright 
young manager, who couldn’t 
win initially, until veteran lead-
ership was brought in by John 
Hart to help in providing direc-
tion and stability.

John Dorsey may be well 
advised to consider doing the 
same for Freddie Kitchens, 
lest we witness a repeat per-
formance of 2019 by the 2020 
Browns. 

Be smart this holiday season
by TAK SATO

As we welcome a new decade … 
wait, does the new decade start 
on Jan. 1 of 2020 or 2021? I felt 

dumb “googling” this but it turns out 
two smart groups of people couldn’t 
agree; in other words it was clear as 
mud. At least I have an excuse to party! 
Speaking of dumb and smart ... 

As technology continues to perme-
ate into every nook and cranny of our 
lives, the possibilities are high that you’ll 
gift yourself, or others, a device with the 
prefix “smart.” Smart TV, Smartwatch, 
Smart Lightbulb, and Smart Thermostat 
are all too common as we bid farewell to 
2019. On the same token, people may 
call you a grinch if you gift ‘em “dumb” 
electronics such as a Dumb TV – I doubt 
you can find one outside eBay or Craig-
slist!

Whether on its own or connect-
ing through another device using 
“bluetooth”wireless technology that 
pairs, i.e. connects, two devices, the 
“smart” prefix simply means that it 
connects to the internet, aka the cloud. 
Once connected, these smart devices 
can stream programming or receive 
commands to do something.

Coming home from a New Year’s 
Eve party on a typical -5 degree CLE 
winter night, you may use an “app” on 
your smartphone to increase the tem-
perature setting of the smart thermo-
stat in your home and also turn on the 
front porch light (equipped with a smart 
lightbulb) so your home is toasty and 
welcoming upon your return.

With many municipalities intro-
ducing ordinances that makes texting 

while driving a moving violation, you’ll 
be able to make or receive calls without 
drawing the attention of the men in 
blue if your smartphone is connected 
to your car via aforementioned blue-
tooth technology. Natively or through 
an app, smartphones can read incom-
ing texts and send texts through voice 
commands rather than typing.

Here are a couple of tips that may 
minimize the risks associated with any 
“smart” device. First, be cognizant that 
“smart” devices are collecting informa-
tion like your usage habits. While config-
uring a smart device initially, if it affords 
you the option to not collect informa-
tion, select that instead of agreeing to 
help them by providing information. 
(They may not give you such a choice to 
opt-out.) Second, many “smart” devices 
still come with default passwords that 
anyone, including the nefarious, can get 
hold of by simply by searching the inter-
net. Hence, it would be wise to change 
the default password. Consult the sup-
port pages of the manufacturer’s website 
for instructions.

As you spend time with family 
and friends this holiday season, cher-
ish those moments where emotional 
intimacy, or connectedness, will be the 
greatest as “no person is an island” (bor-
rowing a line from poet John Donne but 
making it politically correct for the cur-
rent times). While at the table, put away 
your electronic devices and enjoy the 
company. If various obstacles prevent 
you from being together, digital world 
tools such as Duo or FaceTime can help. 
We don’t want anyone to succumb to 
loneliness or social isolation – holiday 
season or otherwise. 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

by FRED GREEN

VFW Post 9693 was established 
in 1985 by mostly WWII and 
Korean War veterans. We have 

lost many of these members.
Today we face a difficult challenge 

– we must keep our membership from 
slipping below 50. As of today, we have 
69 members. However, demograph-
ics are not on our side. We still have 
many WWII and Korean vets, and our 
Vietnam-era vets are aging as well.

We have a good core of younger 
and youthful members but not 50! 

Our post does so much for our 
community. Scholarships, chari-
table donations, interaction with our 
schools and scouts, support of our first 
responders, and mostly our support 
of our local veterans and families. 
We work closely with the Bay Village 
American Legion and Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Chapter.

Our request is for eligible veter-
ans to consider membership in VFW 
Post 9693; and for unaffiliated VFW 
members to join us and affiliate. While 
active members are always needed, 
membership by itself has a big impact 
on our ability to remain active and 
serving.

Please consider this offer: for non 
members joining, your first year is 
paid by the Post. After that, life options 
can be considered.

Email us at vfwpost9693@gmail.
com, visit vfwpost9693.org or call 440-
941-5080 and leave a message with 
contact information.

We meet the second Tuesday of 
every month in the Bay Village Police 
Station community room. Meetings 
start at 7 p.m. and last about an hour. 
Snacks and refreshments are usually 
served after for fellowship.

Help us stay part of the West 
Shore. 

Bay Village VFW membership drive

by HENRY LEVENBERG, WHS senior

The Westlake Demons varsity boys 
basketball team put on a spec-
tacular performance in their 

first four games of the season, pulling 
a perfect record under new head coach 
Jeff Huber. The team’s early successes 
help to prove that this season will be 
one to watch.

The Demons opened up their 
season on the road against Rocky River 
with a 71-51 victory on Nov. 30.

On Dec. 3, Westlake won in stun-
ning fashion against Elyria, when senior 
forward Nate Klima’s crucial 3-point 
basket in the closing seconds of the 
match secured the close victory for the 

Demons, a 64-61 finish at home.
Westlake continued to dominate on 

the road against North Olmsted on Dec. 
6, coming home with a 82-58 victory.

On Dec. 10, the Demons once again 
defended their home court against Olm-
sted Falls, with junior forward Justin 
Garcia scoring a whopping 37 points 
in the victory against the Bulldogs. The 
game closed with a 80-67 victory.

Check out the Westlake boys var-
sity basketball team the next time 
they play at home on Friday, Dec. 20, 
at 7:00 p.m. against conference rivals, 
the Berea-Midpark Titans. The game 
is in the main gym at Westlake High 
School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd. Tickets are 
$6 at the door. 

Westlake boys basketball dominates 
in early season matchups

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers whose 

support keeps the Observer free!
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The holiday season has arrived, with all of 
the magic and wonder that make this time 
of year so special. It is a time for rejoicing, 
connecting with loved ones and creating 

memories that will last a lifetime. For the Observer’s 
annual last-issue-of-the-year feature, students 
from Mrs. Melissa Graham’s fourth-grade class at 
Westlake Elementary School share favorite family 
traditions.

Have You Ever Had an Elf     
on the Shelf?                         

Today, I found my family’s eight elves hiding in 
my living room on a brown shelf! My family’s 
elves are named Halle, Snow-
flake, Frosty, Pixey, Pepper-
mint, Noel, Max and Ginger! 
There are two boys and six 
girls. One is leopard print, 
one is blue, one is pink, and 
the rest are red. The elf on the 
shelf named Ginger is a baby girl, 
who is so small! If you have an elf on the shelf in your 
house, they watch you throughout the day, then go 
back to the North Pole each night to report your 
behavior. They let Santa know if you were naughty 
or nice. When the elf returns to your house, they 
find a new place to hide. In the past, my elves have 
hidden on the window sill, the Christmas tree and in 
a cabinet. I’m so excited to see where the elves will 
hide tomorrow!

– Morgan W.

New Year’s Eve at My 
Grandparents’ House

5, 4, 3, 2, 1: That’s the sound of the countdown 
on New Year’s Eve! New Year’s is a great time of the 
year. Normally on New Year’s Eve I have a sleepover 

with my grandma and grandpa. One 
really spectacular thing we do is we 
stay up until midnight to watch the 
ball drop on TV (wow)! Another thing 
we do during the sleepover is we get 

some Mitchell’s ice cream, and get some ice cream to 
take home. My favorite flavor of ice cream is straw-
berry because I love strawberries. In the morning my 
grandpa and I go to Dunkin Donuts and get donuts 
and hot chocolate. Then we go home and watch the 
Macy’s New Year’s Day parade. My favorite part of the 
parade is the floats! When we’re watching the parade 
we drink our hot chocolate and eat our donuts 
on my grandma’s really nice white couch. I’m 
looking forward to this New Year’s Eve sleepover 
with my grandparents.

– Riley C.

Tobogganing in the Winter
Have you ever been tobogganing? I go with my 

family every year. Even though tobogganing can be 
cold and snowy, we still have a lot of fun. I go with 
my brother, my mom, my dad, cousins and aunts 
and uncles. When we arrive at the tobogganing loca-
tion, I usually sit by the big fire and warm up! When 
you’re about to go on the sled with four seats it is a 
huge snowy hill that you go down on and there is 
also so much snow coming down on you from the 
white foggy sky. There is plenty different compart-
ments so people can go down the awesome slide 
at the same time. I usually go 
down the slide over and over 
again because it is so fun my 
stomach usually rumbles when 
I go down the first time! When 
I am done with going down the 
slide on the sled I play tag or hide and seek with my 
cousins that came tobogganing with us. We stay 

there for about three to four hours and usually go to 
my cousin’s house after. I hope you get to experience 
tobogganing soon!

– Mallory A.

Christmas Eve with                      
My Family

On Christmas Eve, my family has many tradi-
tions that we do each year. On Dec. 24, we wake up 
and my dad makes a delicious breakfast of bacon 
and eggs. We watch a Christmas movie by the fire. 
“Elf” is one of our favorites! After the movie, we get 
in the car and head to my grandparents’ house 
in Brunswick. While we are there, we have a gift 
exchange with my cousins, aunts, and uncles. 
We are each assigned a person to shop for. 
After the gift exchange, we open presents 
from our grandparents. Later in the night, 
we play a fun game in the living room. Each 
person rolls 2 dice. If we get doubles we put on 
a scarf, oven mitts, and a hat. Then, we try to break 
open a wrapped box that has two other boxes inside 
of it. Everyone wants to open the box because there 
is a $25 gift card inside of the final box. I have not 
won yet, but this may be my year! Finally, we have 
dinner, say goodbye, and go to another party at our 
neighbor’s house. I hope you have a 
wonderful Christmas with your 
family.  

– Ethan B.

Winter Time!
Boom! That’s the sound 

of an ornament. A couple of weeks 
before December starts, my family and I go to 
the living room to decorate our Christmas tree. We 
put up an artificial tree and begin by stringing white 
lights on the tree. My parents always say to space out 
the ornaments so we try our best. Dec. 1 is the day 
when my elves, Peppermint and Frosty, come to visit. 
I always write a little note to say hello to them. About 
a week later, we make Christmas cookies. We usually 
put peppermint Hershey kisses into the cookies and 
bake them for about 15-20 minutes. I enjoy licking 
the batter off the spoon. Then, on Christmas Eve, we 
have a huge dinner at our house. This year we are 
inviting 17 people. After dinner, we pass out pres-
ents and we have to sort all of the presents because 

there are so many! Finally, when the presents are 
sorted, we start opening them. It gets kind 

of crazy because wrapping paper is flying 
in the air. When everyone goes home 
we watch a Christmas movie together 
such as “The Grinch.” I hope you have 

a wonderful Christmas with your family.
– Alexi C.

New Year’s Ski Trip
For the last few years my family and I go 

on a ski trip to Holiday Valley. We drive to the ski 
resort in New York and stay for three days. My mom 
is the best skier because she has been skiing for 
the longest.  I can ski every hill except for the black 
diamonds because they are the most difficult. We 
have been doing this tradition for the past three 
years. After skiing all day, we enjoy some warm hot 
chocolate in the hotel room. In the morning, we 
get ready to go back out on the slopes. After we have 
skied for a long time we go into the lodge for lunch. 
We have dinner at a restaurant across the street. On 
New Year’s Eve, we watch people skiing down the 
hill with lanterns at night. In the morning we start 
to pack but we go out to the slopes one more time 
before we leave. We ski about every hill then we ski 
back to our car. We load up the car and leave. I hope 
after reading this you try skiing.

– Billy C.

My Christmas Eve
How do you spend your Christ-

mas Eve? On Christmas Eve I do 
many fun things with my family. 
My Grandma Ree, my mom and 
I go to my Mimi and Papa’s house 
in Avon Lake. My three cousins Ava, 
Caleb, and Aubrey along with my 
aunts and uncles all join us there. While my Mimi 
makes dinner, I play with my cousins upstairs. When 
dinner is ready, we all eat in the dining room. After 

dinner, we go in the sunroom and my cousins and 
I open the presents our Mimi and Papa got 

us. We are so excited about our gifts and 
give our Mimi and Papa big hugs! At the 
end of the evening, we go home and 
hop into our beds. We put out milk and 
cookies and wait for Santa to come. In 

the morning we open all of the presents 
Santa brought while we were sleeping. I hope 

you have a wonderful Christmas with your family.
– Lila D.

Secret Santa
Every year my entire family does a Secret Santa 

gift exchange. We usually do it before Christmas. 
First, we all write our names on a piece of paper. 
Then, we put the adult names in a hat and the kid 

names in a hat. We grab a piece of paper from the 
hat and this tells us who we will buy gifts for. 
That’s why we call it a Secret Santa. On Christmas 
day, everyone usually comes to my house to see 
who their Secret Santa is. I always know if it’s my 

cousin Mav because he always gets 
me books. I hope you and your family 
participate in a fun family tradition 
every year.

– Brett H.

Winter Break Travels
Every year my family travels to our home coun-

try, Saudi Arabia. When we are there we visit our 
whole family. We enjoy big dinners with each family 
member we visit. Some of my favorite foods are 
rice, hummus and goat meat. We enjoy swimming 
in the pool at my house. For the other half of break 
we travel to other destinations throughout the 
world. We stay in nice hotels and rent a car so we 
can explore new cities. At night, we watch movies 
together in the hotel room. My family is very awe-
some and I love traveling with them.

– Amin A.

Elf on the Shelf
Have you ever seen an Elf on the Shelf? The Elf 

on the Shelf comes to my house every Dec. 1. Every 
night, he finds a new place to hide. My favorite place 
I found my elf is in the Christmas tree. I don’t just 
have one elf, I have five elves and they enjoy hiding 
together. While they are here, we give them candy 
canes and one time they went into the candy jar and 
got their own candy! I am on my best behavior when 
they are visiting. The elves will stay at my house until 

Christmas day and then they will go back 
to the North Pole. I enjoy having the 
elves at my house every year.

– Cole W.

My December 
Traditions

Do you see the snow falling outside 
and smell the delicious cookies? I do a lot of things 
with my family to get ready for the holidays. In early 
December, I bake chocolate chip cookies with my 
grandma at her house. First, we make the cookie 

Westlake students share their favorite traditions
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batter and then add in the chocolate chips. When 
they are finished we enjoy eating them together. I 
go back to my house to sleep in my bed and in 
the morning, we go sledding in Bay Vil-
lage. I go with my dad, mom, brother 
Jack, and my sisters Emma and Ava. I 
hear people having fun sledding on the 
steep hill and I see snow on the ground. 
I feel the snow blowing against my face. 

A few days after I go sledding with my 
family, I invite a lot of friends over for a snowball 
fight. We decorate my house for Christmas and 

set up a tree in the living room. My dad puts blue 
and red lights outside. I am excited to get ready for 
Christmas with my family this year.

– Tony M.
 

New Year’s Eve Celebrations
New Year’s Day is a very special holiday for 

me because it is the start of the new year and my 
brother’s birthday. On New Year’s Eve, my brother, 
my sister and I have a sleepover in my brother’s 
room. We play card games such as Uno and stay up 
until midnight! We are always tired in the morning 
because we stayed up so late. On New Year’s Day, my 
family and I celebrate my brother’s birthday by deco-
rating the house and having a special meal together. 
My brother’s favorite flavor of cake is strawberry, so 
we enjoy the dessert together. I am looking forward 
to celebrating my brother’s birthday 
and the start of 2020!

– Sanika J.

My Christmas 
Tradition

Jingle! Jingle! That’s the sound you 
hear when we decorate our Christmas tree. First, on 
Christmas Eve we go sledding at the Westlake Rec 

Center. Next, we open one present at my house 
before we head to my grandpa’s house. We spend 
time together as a family and exchange Christmas 
gifts. On Christmas morning we open our presents 
that are under our tree. Later on Christmas day, we 
go to my Grandma’s house for dinner. My grandma 
makes delicious turkey, prime rib and mashed 

potatoes. I am looking forward to spending time 
with my family this Christmas season.

– Patrick M.

Sunday Winter Fun!
Ding dong! That’s the sound of the doorbell 

ringing when my cousins come over on Sundays. 
They unpack all their stuff, take off their shoes, and 
we go upstairs to play. After playing in my room, 
we go to the dining room and eat dinner 
together with our parents. We eat 
both American and Arabic food 
because I’m a Muslim. After 
dinner, we go as a family to 
Main Event, Dave & Buster’s or 
somewhere new.  Main Event 
is my favorite because they have 
fun games and bowling. Sundays are 
fun for me because of the fun stuff I get to do with 
family in the winter time!

– Iman A.

Baking Cookies
What is that delicious smell? On Dec. 20 my 

family bakes cookies. We bake cookies at our Aunt 
Jeanie’s house in Cleveland. We bake cookies with 
our cousins, aunts and uncles. We make all differ-
ent kinds of cookies such as pretzel, M&Ms, peanut 
butter, and chocolate chip cookies. First, we mix the 
ingredients in the bowl. Then, we roll the dough on 
the foil. Finally, we put the cookies in the oven to 
bake for 15 minutes. Our uncle gets Angela’s pizza 
in Cleveland for all of us to enjoy. The cookies are 
done baking after dinner. We put the cookies in a 
container and everyone gets to take some home. 
On Christmas Eve, we put the cookies on a plate for 

Santa. I always enjoy baking cookies with my family 
before Christmas.

– Tommy M.

Ramadan is My Favorite 
Part of the Year!

Ramadan is a really fun time because we 
play with family, the kids get money, and we 

also get a day off from school. My family says the 
Quran in the beautiful night and the lovely morning. 
We fast from day to night during Ramadan and we 
can eat after the sun sets. We eat something called 
tumra which helps us not to feel hungry. We go to the 
Hurem, which is a special mosque. Every-
one prays five times a day. As Ramadan 
comes to an end, we have a feast 
together. I can’t wait until the 
next Ramadan.

– Eyad A.

Getting Ready for 
Christmas

At the end of November, after Thanksgiving, my 
family and I get ready to pick out our new Christmas 
tree. We get in the car and drive to a tree farm in 
Lakewood. After we have found the perfect tree, 
a worker cuts it down for us with a chainsaw. The 
tree comes crashing to the ground. We tie the tree 
to the top of our car and take it back to our house 
to decorate. My dad and brother take the tree off 
of the car and bring it into the living room. We put 
lights and ornaments on the tree. Finally, my family 
and I watch a Christmas movie and enjoy some hot 
chocolate. I hope you have a great Christmas with 
your family this year.

– Joseph B.

Christmas Eve
Every winter break my 

family takes a vacation. We go 
to a different place every year.  Last 
year we went to Canada, but this year we’re going to 
Florida. My family will drive to Orlando to meet my 
cousins at Universal Studios. When we are on our 
trips, we stay in a hotel and swim in the hotel pool. 
We go out to eat and enjoy spending time together. 
At the end of our trips, we say goodbye to our family 
and head back to Ohio. I am looking forward to our 
Florida trip this year.

– Gaby R.

Getting Ready for Christmas
My family does a lot of things to get ready for 

Christmas. First, we always gets a tree and decorate 
it. We decorate the tree with ornaments, lights, tinsel 
and a star. After that, we go antiquing which is so 
much fun. We get to look for cool old stuff. Next, we 
go sledding. I love sledding because I get to go off big 
hills with my snowboard. Finally, when it is Christ-
mas Eve, we make cookies for Santa. Then we brush 
our teeth and get our pajamas before we go to sleep. 
We wake up to a lot of presents and filled stockings. 
Christmas with family is the best time of the year!

– Drayk R.

Christmas Eve 
& Christmas 
Morning

I enjoy spending Christ-
mas Eve with my family every 
year. On Christmas Eve we go 
to my grandma’s house in Bay 
Village. Once we get there, I play 
board games with my cousins. I open presents from 
my aunt, uncle and grandma. After opening pres-
ents, we all go to church together in Rocky River. My 
favorite part at church is when we hold real candles 
while we sing. We then go home to go to bed and 
my sister and I sleep together in her room. Every 

Christmas morning my sister says “Drew wake up 
it’s Christmas.” I quickly get out of bed and wake up 
my mom and dad. We head downstairs and my mom 
videotapes us opening presents. Later in the day, we 
go to my other grandma’s house in New Philadelphia 
and we open more presents. My family returns home 
but I get to spend a week at my grandma’s house. I 
enjoy spending time with my grandma, grandpa and 
cousin. I am looking forward to spending time with 
my family this Christmas Eve.

– Drew

Christmas Eve Preparations
Christmas Eve is the night before Christmas. 

On Christmas Eve, my mom and I make chocolate 
covered pretzels and chocolate chip cookies. Some-
times, I even make blueberry cookies! We head to 
Walmart to find the perfect tree and take it home. We 
decorate the tree with glass ornaments and lights. 
We also decorate the inside of our house! We get 
out our nutcrackers and put them is different places 
throughout the living room. We place Christmas 
pillows all over the sofa. I put the Christmas photos 
out of my sister and I with Santa Claus. We hang a 
mom, dad and baby gingerbread on the wall. Our 
house looks amazing when finished. I am looking 
forward to baking cookies and decorating our house 
this year.

– Tierah T.

Ramadan and Eid
Every year my family celebrates 

Ramadan and Eid. First, we wake up 
really early to eat because we must 
eat before the sun comes up. We eat again at night 
after the sun has gone down. We get henna from the 
Arabic store and my mom puts it on our hands. We 
fast for 30 days. At the end of Ramadan comes Eid. 
During Eid we celebrate for three days and enjoy 
Arabic food such as Molokhia. We go out to eat and 
do fun activities together. I hope you enjoyed learning 
about how my family celebrates Ramadan and Eid.

– Melak M.

Happy New Year
Ramadan is a very special time for my family. 

We celebrate by having delicious meals and playing 
games. We eat a big meal before the sun goes down. 
My favorite food we eat for dinner is Sambusa. Sam-
busa is a fried or baked pastry filled with meat. We 
also eat meat and soup. My family and I love to play 
UNO together. I always look forward to celebrating 
Ramadan with my family every year.

– Toleen A.

Ramadan
3, 2, 1, Happy New Year! On 

New Year’s Day my family cel-
ebrates the upcoming year. We 
invite many people over to our 
house to help us celebrate. First, we play games like 
Monopoly and checkers. Next, we eat delicious food 
like caramel apples with nuts and different kinds of 
pies. My favorite is blueberry pie. At the end of the 
evening we pull poppers and they burst in the air. 
They make crackling sounds and spray colors. I have 
a lot of fun celebrating New Year’s Day with my family 
and friends.

– Dakshin T.

Sledding like Santa
Every year my family and I go sledding at the 

Westlake Rec Center. First, all of my cousins meet at 
my grandma’s house and eat lunch together. We get 
in the car and listen to music on the radio! When we 
get to the rec center, we bundle up, and run up the 
hills with our sleds. I like when I get to share a sled 
with my little cousin Ava. After sledding we go home 
and enjoy hot chocolate. I hope there is going to be 
some snow over winter break this year!

– Jazzy
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by TARA MCGUINNESS

Books make wonderful and appre-
ciated gifts. “Great Books for 
Kids,” Cuyahoga County Public 

Library’s annual list of the very best 
recently published books for kids of all 
ages, is a great source to find books to 
give as gifts to the children in your life 
this holiday season. Stop by the library 
to pick up the expanded Winter Program 
Guide to see what books have been fea-
tured on our list this year.

       Our library will be closed on Dec. 24, 
25, 31, and Jan. 1, but our digital collection 
is always open, so don’t forget to browse 
our book, magazine, music and movie 
downloadables.

CHILDREN
Storytimes will be on hiatus for the 
month of December. We will have a daily 
make-and-take craft in the children’s 
area from Dec. 2-20.

Weekly Storytimes (Start Jan. 6)

• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.) Tod-
dler Storytime – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) Family Story-
time – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) Baby and Me 
Storytime – ages birth-18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) Preschool Story-
time – ages 3-5 (not yet in kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m. and 11 a.m.) Family 
Storytime – for all ages

Saturday, Jan. 11 (10 a.m.) Preschool 

STEAM – Ages 3-5: Join us for stories and 
a hands-on STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, mathematics) activity. 
Registration required. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Bay Village Branch Library.

TEEN
Wednesdays, Jan. 8 and 15 (3-4 p.m.) 
Teen Zone – Grades 5 and up: Hang out 
with something fun to do after school 
– gaming, art, movies, technology and 
more! Parents/guardians must complete 
a Release and Hold Harmless form.

Tuesday, Jan. 7 (6:30 p.m.) 3D Design 
Challenge – Grades 6-12: Explore 
hands-on digital creation as you craft 
your own design using Tinkercad model-
ing. Test your creativity to meet the chal-
lenges and show off to the other makers.

Thursday, Jan. 9 (3 p.m.) Write On – 
Grades 5-8: Join us for fun, quirky and 
challenging writing exercises and activi-
ties to get your creativity flowing. Regis-
tration required. 

ADULT
Thursday, Jan. 9 (7 p.m.) Cricut Basics – 
Join us for a demonstration of the Cricut 
Design Space and how to cut a design 
with the Cricut cutter. 

Friday, Jan. 10 (10 a.m.) BAYarts Book 
Discussion – Join friends, neighbors and 
library staff for a monthly book discus-
sion on the BAYarts campus. This month’s 
book, “The Confessions of Frannie Lang-
ton” by Sara Collins, is available at the 
library and BAYarts.

Please register online at cuyahogali-
brary.org, call us at 440-871-6392, or 
stop by the library at 502 Cahoon Road 
and register with a librarian. 

by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, Dec. 18 (3:30-6 p.m.) Super 
Smash Brothers Ultimate Tourna-
ment: Teen – Battle it out in Super 
Smash Ultimate for Nintendo Switch to 
see who will take the top spot and reign 
as champion! Grades 7-12.

Wednesday, Dec. 18 (4-5:30 p.m.) and 
Thursday, December 19 (6:30-8 p.m.) 
Bow Wow Books – Stop by Youth Ser-
vices to sign up for a 10-minute reading 
time with a reading therapy dog. Sign-
ups begin Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 18 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
Super Smash Brothers Ultimate Tour-
nament: Adult – Battle it out in Super 
Smash Ultimate for Nintendo Switch to 
see who will take the top spot and reign 
as champion!

Wednesday, Dec. 18 (7-8 p.m.) 50 Years 
Later: Looking Back at the Summer of 
Love, Altamont and Woodstock – This 
year marks 50 years since Woodstock! 
Take a step backward in time to one of 
the biggest musical events in history! 
Please register.

Thursday, Dec. 19 (4-4:45 p.m.) Cookie 
Decorating – Engage your child’s senses 
and encourage messy play while delight-
ing in the fun and wonder of the season. 
For students with special needs ages 
3-7 and their typical peers. If you have 
allergy or diet concerns please contact 
the Youth Services Department at 440-
250-5471. Please register.

Thursday, Dec. 19 (6-6:45 p.m.) and Friday, 
Dec. 27 (11-11:45 a.m.) Adapted Story-
time – Children with varying learning 
styles and abilities learn together in a safe 
supportive environment where respect 
and appreciation for differences is encour-
aged. This 30-minute storytime followed 
by a time for socialization is designed for 
children who may not be successful in a 
typical storytime experience. Content is 
geared to ages 3-7 but all ages are wel-
come. Siblings may also attend but must 
register separately. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Friday, Dec. 20 (4-4:45 p.m.) Got Sci-
ence? – Have you ever wondered how 
the police figure out a crime? This month 
we’ll figure out the clues to solve a crime. 
Grades 1 and 2. Please register.

Saturday, Dec. 21 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
December Fun! – ‘Tis the season for 
fun! Join us as we make homemade 
crafts to enjoy! All ages.

Saturday, Dec. 21 (10:30 -11:30 a.m.) 
Pokemon Fun! – A fun morning of Poke-
mon themed play, prizes and crafts! Ages 
6-12.

Saturday, Dec. 21 (2-3 p.m.) Brick Build-
ers – Love those bricks? Bring your ideas 
and imagination! Lego and Duplo bricks 
provided. For ages 3-12.

Tuesday, Dec. 24 and Wednesday, Dec. 25 
– Christmas Eve and Christmas Day: 
Library Closed.
Friday, Dec. 27 (10 a.m.-noon) Fiber 
Fanatics – A time for needlecrafters to 
share, solve problems, and show off.

Saturday, Dec. 28 (2-4 p.m.) Carry Out 
Crafts – Stop by the Youth Services 
Department to see what our featured 
craft is this afternoon. We have all the 
supplies you’ll need to create something 
fantastic!

Saturday, Dec. 28 (3-5 p.m.) Anime Club 
– A great club for anime and manga 
lovers! All otakus and newbies are wel-

come! Grades 7 to adult.

Sunday, Dec. 29 (2-4 p.m.) Chess Club 
– Hone your chess skills or learn how to 
play the game. Recommended for ages 
6+, but all ages are welcome. If you have 
a chess set, please bring it with you.

Monday, Dec. 30 (2-4 p.m.) Sensory 
Friendly Movie – A sensory-friendly 
environment including more light, less 
sound, and the option to move around 
the room will help families enjoy this free 
movie screening. All ages.

Tuesday, Dec. 31 (11:15 a.m.-noon) 
Countdown to Noon Family Story-
time – Join us for a special New Year’s 
Eve family storytime celebrating our 
favorite stories, songs, and rhymes. We’ll 
make a simple craft and do our own early 
countdown to 12:00 (noon). Ages 3-5. 
Registration begins Dec. 23.

Tuesday, Dec. 31 – New Year’s Eve: 
Library Closes at 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 1 – New Year’s Day: 
Library Closed.
To register for any of the programs, 
please visit events.westlakelibrary.org 
or call 440-871-2600. 

Westlake Porter Public Library Upcoming Programs

Bay Village Branch Library Upcoming Programs  

by BROOKE O’DONNELL

Westlake Meals on Wheels serves 
five communities in the area, 
and was overwhelmed with 

the generosity from multiple organiza-
tions and the general public that donat-
ed to a recent food drive. The goal was 
to provide Meals on Wheels recipients 
with a small supply of non-perishable, 
easy to prepare food items in the event 
Meals on Wheels cannot deliver because 
of inclement weather.

The fire departments in the five com-
munities served by Meals on Wheels were 
collection points, and several departments 

accompanied “elves” that delivered the 
bags to recipients in their respective com-
munities the first week of December.

Several schools and clubs partici-
pated as well. “We were extremely excited 
to get young people involved in this proj-
ect,’’ said Executive Marie Patten-Blatter. 
“Our recipients enjoy knowing young 
people took the time to help.”

In Bay Village, Bay High School stu-
dents held a competition between home-
rooms and collected over 950 applesauce 
cups. The Bay Middle School Builders 
Club collected raisins. The Westlake 
hockey team came in for a service project 
and assembled a hygiene kit and also held 
a food drive at one of their hockey games. 
The North Olmsted High School SITES 
Program was a collection point and also 
regularly participates as kitchen assis-
tants at Meals on Wheels as part of their 
service program. 

The Senior Centers in Bay Village 
and North Olmsted were also collection 
points. The Senior Group at Jenkins Place 
in Olmsted Falls prepared blankets to 

include.  
Prayer Shawl Ministries from 

area churches donated prayer 
shawls to share with the recipients. 
St. Ladislas, St. Raphael’s, Christ 
the King Vineyard Church in North 
Olmsted, and St. Mary of the Falls in 
Olmsted Falls donated handmade 
shawls and blankets.

“The support we received from 
our communities was amazing,” 
said Blatter. “We are so fortunate 
to have residents that are willing to 
help when asked, and community 
partners that jump in at a moment’s 
notice.”

The “We Care About You” bags 
are the first in a series of initiatives 
that Meals on Wheels hopes to 
provide their recipients to keep the 
communities in touch with a popu-
lation that truly does appreciate the 
kindness of those that live in their 
neighborhoods.

For more information on the 
meal services provided by Meals on 

Wheels, or to inquire about volunteer-
ing, call 440-871-2551. 

Meals on Wheels volunteer David 
Greathouse and Westlake firefighters 
John Kish and Craig Goodwin delivering 
We Care About You bags.

Westlake Meals 
on Wheels thanks 
community for food 
drive support
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BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

One Size 
Does NOT Fit All
Assisted Living at O’Neill Healthcare 

provides services to meet your 
unique needs.

Receive a $1500 gift card for new furniture 
with any deposit placed by 12-31-19. 

Skilled Nursing | Assisted Living
Rehabilitative Therapies

Memory Support | Hospice

 440-871-3474 ask for Gina Jakubowski
605 Bradley Road

ONeillHC.com
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Part two of a two-part series.

One of the more 
interesting streets in 
Westlake is Horse-

shoe Boulevard. As origi-
nally platted, Horseshoe 
Boulevard continued along 
Sperry Creek south of Center 
Ridge, touched Clague Road 
between Hedgewood and 
Smith roads, continued south 
along the creek, intersected 
Westwood then extended 
west toward Hawkins, south 
toward Walter, then west 
toward Columbia parallel 
with Maple Ridge Road.

We are not sure if the 
name Horseshoe came from 
the fact that the street as origi-
nally conceived had a horse-
shoe shaped route through 
Dover Village, because it origi-
nally was a horse trail along 
the creek or because the circa 
1900 Horseshoe Inn at 23123 
Center Ridge Road was locat-
ed approximately 700 feet east 
of where the street intersected 

Center Ridge.
The Horseshoe Tavern 

building is now the home of 
Warner Interiors. A resolution 
approved by Dover Village 
Council in 1927 had a very 
grandiose plan with Horse-
shoe Boulevard continuing 
west from Columbia toward 
Dover Center then northwest 
in an arc shape until it even-
tually intersected again with 
first Center Ridge and then 
Hilliard Boulevard!

The first winding sub-
division with custom homes 
was Queen Anne’s Gate, plat-
ted in 1963 by the King James 
Group with street names of 
royalty including Prince 
Charles and Queen Anne. 
West Ridge Subdivision was 
platted in the mid-1960s, but 
no-one calls it “West Ridge”; 
it is known as the “musical 
streets” for the street names 
which include Mozart and 
Gershwin. In 1976 the first 
model homes for Settler’s 
Reserve were opened; the 
street names honored early 
Dover families such as Coe, 

Cooley, Farr, Limpert, Taylor 
and Sperry with three-word 
names that were popular 
at that time, such as “Farr’s 
Garden Path.”

In 1990, one of Westlake’s 
first single-family cluster 
developments, Water’s Edge, 
was under review. The name of 
one of the streets was rejected 
by the safety forces because 
it duplicated the name of an 
existing street in the city. The 
developer glanced up at the 
poster I had hung over my 
desk, titled Whispering Cove, 
and decided “Whispering 
Cove Circle” would make a 
nice street name.

In the early 1990s, work-
ing with another Westlake 
employee, Jim Alaimo, we 
sorted out the jumble of 
proposed names for the cul-
de-sacs in the Woods clus-
ter development. We kept 
Camden, Guilford, Lexing-
ton, Princeton, Trenton and 
Yorktown – which memorial-
ize Revolutionary War battle 
sites to accompany the names 
of Revolutionary Era heroes 
Adams, Jefferson, Lafayette 
and Washington on the adja-
cent streets, and eliminated 
the proposed stray Civil War 
battleground names.

In 2013 longtime Plan-
ning Director Robert Parry 
was honored for his involve-
ment in the creation and 
success of Crocker Park by 
having Parry Lane in Crocker 
Park named after him. The 
unusually named S.S. Comet 
Lane in Crocker Park is named 
for developer Robert Stark’s 
father-in-law and Carney 
Court for the development 
partners and owners of the 
land underneath it.

If you wish to share infor-
mation on how other streets in 
Westlake were named send an 
email to wrk295@aol.com.

History of street names 
in Westlake, Part 2

DIGGING DOVER

Horseshoe Boulevard was once planned to extend south of Center 
Ridge Road as seen in Hopkins Plat Books between 1927-1937.

Mildred White purchased 
the house, barns and 1.3 
acres at 29242 Detroit Road 
in 1938. It is most likely this 
Mildred who gave her name 
to a street that was largely 
obliterated later by I-90. 
A short section of Mildred 
Avenue remains as an 
entrance drive just east of 
Sibling Revelry brewery on 
Clemens Road.

Stark Court and S.S. Comet Road 
in Crocker Park are named for the 
developer of Crocker Park, Robert 
Stark, and in honor of his father-in-law.

Parry Lane in Crocker Park is 
named for Robert Parry, the former 
planning director of Westlake who 
was deeply involved in the planning 
of Crocker Park.

Clemens Road is named for Eli Clemens who came to 
Dover from Rhode Island and built this house in about 
1840. It was moved from the northwest corner of 
Cahoon and Detroit to 29445 Detroit Road in 1949.
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Bay Presbyterian Church
25415 Lake Road, Bay Village OH 44140

baypres.org || 440.871.3822

Join us at 9:00 or 11:00 am any Sunday
this December for Carols: Songs of Christmas

and
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

4:00 pm
Family service with sing-a-long carols

(childcare: birth to 30 months)

6:00 pm
Contemporary service with carols

and a contemporary band

8:00 pm
Classic service with carols, organ and brass

Details at www.baypres.org/events

Follow us on Instagram for  Countdown to Christmas,
a fun way to get the whole family in on celebrating the season

with meaning! Instagram: @baypres St. Raphael Catholic Church 
525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village 

 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 
   Christmas Eve: Christmas Day: 
     4:00 pm Church/PAC   8:00 am Church 
     8:00 pm Church 10:00 am Church 
   10:00 pm Church 12:00 pm Church 
 
                 440-871-1100 

Christmas Eve, Tues. Dec. 24
Candlelight Service 9:00 p.m.
Please join our Advent Family as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake
www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

Advent Episcopal Church

Bay United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
A children’s Christmas pageant. 

7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
Hymns, Special Music, Christmas 

Meditation and Candlelighting
29931 Lake Road

440-871-2082 | www.bayumc.org

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

Chosen Too, Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 15 at 10:00 a.m.
Carols & Candlelight Service
Tuesday, December 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Parkside Church of the Nazarene
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake
(Corner of Clague & Hilliard)
www.parknaz.org
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Celebrate Christ’s birth at Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church 

Bethesda’s regular Sunday services are 8:30 and 
11 a.m., with Sunday School held at 9:45 a.m.  

BETHESDA ON THE BAY LUTHERAN CHURCH
28607 Wolf Road, Bay Village  • 440.871.2276  • www.bethesdaonthebay.org.

Children’s Christmas Program

11 a.m. | Sunday, Dec. 15
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

9 p.m. | Tuesday, Dec. 24
Family Christmas Eve Worship 

5 p.m. | Tuesday, Dec. 24 

Celebrate
     the holidays 
     with us.

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, uscwestlake.org

CHRISTMAS CANDLE 
  LIGHTING SERVICES

  Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
  7:00 p.m. 

  CHRISTMAS, Dec. 25
  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY - Dec. 29
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
Burning Bowl Service

Preparing for Christmas
Dec. 20, 6:30pm & 8pm - Live Nativity
         Experience the sights and sounds of  Christmas
Dec. 21, 4:30pm - Blue Christmas
         A time for contemplation and remembrance

Christmas Eve
1pm Traditional Candlelight with Special Music
4pm Family Service with Children’s Nativity & Candlelight
9pm Traditional Candlelight with Choir & Communion
           Live stream this service at westlakeumc.org

27650 Center Ridge Rd.
westlakeumc.og

OUR CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES

Please join us for

and share the glorious news of our Savior’s birth!

CHURCH + SCHOOL
St. Paul Westlake
27993 Detroit Rd., Westlake

For further information, call the 
church o�ce at (440) 835-3050

www.stpaulwestlake.org
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h
rist

and Westlake Christian Church

Candlelight Christmas Eve 
with Communion, 8:00 p.m.

2239 Dover Center Road, Westlake
440-871-1050   www.doverucc.org

Worship together 
this holiday season



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

14   17 DECEMBER 2019 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                                                       

Holiday
Gifts 

 Events&

Santa is coming to the 

Village Barber Shop 
620 Dover Center Rd. 

Saturday, Dec. 21, 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Free candy canes!

Take a photo with Santa
Jim Sgro’s Village Barber 

440-871-0899 
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The Gift
of Art

BAYarts Gift Certificates for shop, gallery or classes. 
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Dec. 3 issue 11.23

Open 7 days a week

www.bayarts.net
TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 12

OPEN HOUSE
& FOOD MART
Nov. 23

www.bayarts.net

Open 7 days a week

TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 12

KID’S SHOPPING DAY 
& MOVIE
Dec. 15

Open 7 days a week

Nov. 4
OPEN HOUSE

SCREW FACTORY
www.screwfactoryartists.ORG 
13000 Athens Ave.,  Lakewood OH 44107

Fri. Dec 20, 6pm-10pm 
Sat. Dec 21, 10am-6pm
Sun. Dec 22, 10am-3pm________
Our biggest show of the 
year is now 3 days! Unique 
gifts from more than 90 
local and regional artists 
under one roof.

FREE PARKING  
& ADMISSION

HOLIDAY MARKET

•Gifts•Ceramics•Paintings•Glass•Photography•Jewelry
•Perfumes•Prints•Food•Vintage Collectibles•Sculpture
•Artisanal Treats•Wine•Wood & Metal Work•More!
We will be collecting nonperishable foods & personal care items at the door for the Lakewood Community Service Center

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

Stay tuned for the expanded 2020 
BAYarts calendar this winter, 
thanks to renovations on the 

former Playhouse.
“The new Hearth Room and patio 

have enabled us to offer year-round 
events,” says BAYarts Creative Program-
ming Director Pam Mills.

BAYarts Events Coordinator Karry 
York agrees. “The Hearth room has 
given us a new space with greater 
capacity. It allows for more and bigger 
events.”

Mills is already looking ahead. 
“We’ve hosted a number of bands 
inside and out, our recent Improv night 
and our annual SOUPer Bowl. As we 
expand, we will be able to hold larger 
groups.”

One of the new events this year was 
designed by Mills. “I’m excited about 
the Bunco, Buddies & Brats Night. It’s a 
simple game of dice to learn ... played 
in groups. At the end of each round 
players change tables. I love offer-
ing fun, interactive games like this ... 
guests have the opportunity to meet 
new people while having fun.”

Winter wouldn’t be complete with-
out one of the most popular BAYarts 
events, also organized by Mills. “One 

of our favorite events coming up Feb. 
1 is the annual SOUPer Bowl, a soup 
cook-off where the winner will win 
the coveted BAYarts Ceramic Ladle. 
The ceramics students and faculty 
are already busy making bowls for all 
guests to take home.”

Meanwhile, there is certainly more 
music happening on the campus. “As 
music is a form of art, it seemed to 
make sense to offer even more con-
certs,” explains York. “Especially with 
having indoor space to accommodate 
more people.”

For the Jan. 8 Sip and Savanasa 
event, people can choose to do the yoga 
component or just attend the concert. 
The $10 price is the same. The yoga is 
offered by Marisa Tingle. York says, “We 
wanted to offer a mindfulness type of 
event for people to relax and unwind 
after the holidays. Yoga helps people 
start the year off right in a healthy way. 
Then Jerry Popiel will be providing 
relaxing music for those who may not 
be interested in yoga but can still par-
ticipate in the relaxing vibe.”

The next band scheduled is Blues 
Deville on Feb. 21, 7-10 p.m. “They have 
a blues-jazz vibe,” conveys York, who 
books the bands.

 For tickets and more info, please 
see bayarts.net/events/upcoming. 

Warm up at BAYarts this winter

A recent BAYarts holiday party was held in the Hearth Room, the site of 
expanded events.

by ELIZABETH LAZOWSKI

The Bay basketball teams 
took their singing talents 
to the Knickerbocker 

Senior Center on Dec. 7 to 
spread holiday cheer. Christmas 
carols and holiday refreshments 
were shared with the residents. 
Nancy Plain, activities director, 
assisted in coordinating the 
event.

Varsity head coach Jared 
Shetzer encourages his athletes 
to participate in community 
service events throughout the 

season, including playing 
with the Empower Sports 
group to offer students with 
Down syndrome the oppor-
tunity to play basketball.

The motto of the Bay 
basketball program is 
“BYBK” – Be Your Broth-
er’s Keeper,” suggesting 
to become a leader in the 
community and to take 
care of others. This spirit of 
giving has been instilled in 
the student athletes as many 
of them are also members of 
service organizations such as 

Key Club and National Honor 
Society. 

F r e s h m a n  A n d r e w 
Lazowski said, “Caroling for 

the senior citizens of Bay Vil-
lage has become a fun tradition 
for our basketball team and we 
feel a sense of pride when we 

see the residents smiling and 
singing along.”

Happy holidays from the 
Bay basketball teams! 

Bay basketball teams 
spread holiday cheer

Bay basketball teams sang Christmas carols for Knickerbocker residents.
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by LESLIE SELIG 

The Holiday Caring & 
Sharing Program, a Bay 
Village tradition for 

more than 10 years, is seeking 
donations to benefit the com-
munity in the coming year. 

There are two ways to contrib-
ute to this program:
• Cash donations for emer-
gency funds for residents in 
financial need. The City will 
pay up to $250 to a resident in 
financial crisis for:

• Utility bills

• Rent/mortgage
• Medical expenses
• Meals on Wheels subsidies

    •  Gift cards for groceries, gas, 
drug stores or Target/Walmart 
are also appreciated

Donations may be 
dropped off or mailed to the 
Bay Village Senior Center, 300 
Bryson Lane. Holiday Caring 
& Sharing is sponsored by the 
Bay Village Department of 
Community Services. 

Understanding the 
placebo effect
by GRACE HERWIG, APRN

Before addressing the 
topic of placebo effect, 
I would like to begin by 

explaining the initials following 
my name, so readers will know 
the credentials of the person 
addressing this topic. In Ohio, 
nurses who hold a master’s 
or doctorate degree and are 
licensed as nurse practitioners, 
nurse midwives, nurse anesthe-
tists and clinical nurse special-
ists are considered Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurses 
(APRN) and are licensed to treat 
clients and prescribe medica-
tions within their specialities. 
In my case, I treat adults with 
mental health concerns.

I chose the subject of the 
placebo effect because it has 
been an interest of mine for at 
least the past 10 years. To get 
FDA approval for a new medi-
cation, trials are conducted usu-
ally comparing the new chemi-
cal compound with a “fake” pill 
that looks exactly the same. The 
participants in the study do not 
know if they are getting the new 
medicine or a tablet with no 
active ingredient.

The findings of studies on 
the effectiveness of antidepres-
sant medications are fairly con-
sistent. All antidepressant medi-
cations show benefit for about 
67 percent of the depressed 
study subjects and the percent 
of study subjects with depres-
sion who respond favorably to 
placebo is around 33 percent.

So when you know the 
response rate to placebo, you 
find that only about one-third 
of the study subjects receiving 
the new compound are most 
likely responding favorably 
to the active ingredient in the 
medication being tested.

Actually the overall levels 
of improvement which result 
from the chemical compound 
may be even lower as the per-
sons receiving the medicine 
being tested may also in part be 
responding to the conditions of 
the study. Some are hopeful for 
a response and may begin more 
optimistic about the outcome, 
some respond to the caring and 
compassion of the prescriber, 
and we cannot discount the 
effect of being paid to partici-
pate in some studies.

Similar factors occur in 
non-study circumstances. A 
client may be treated for depres-
sion in a clinician’s office and 
experience a noticeable amount 
of improvement after taking a 
low starting dose of medica-
tion for a short period of time. 
The client returns and asks the 
prescriber if the medication is 

working this well or “is this all 
in my head?”

The client’s fear is that if it is 
psychological, the effect will not 
last. One helpful way to respond 
is “we can’t know for sure,” but 
it would be very helpful if the 
client’s beliefs and expectations 
brought about at least some of 
the improvement as the placebo 
effect comes without the risk of 
side effects, unlike all pills with 
an active ingredient.

What factors can enhance 
the client’s positive beliefs and 
expectations? There are many. 
Some may include having a 
friend or family member rec-
ommend the provider or the 
medication as having been of 
benefit to them. Other factors 
may include the appearance of 
the treatment setting, the pro-
fessionalism of the treater, the 
level of interest and understand-
ing the client feels was accorded 
her as opposed to feeling like 
another number, seen briefly 
and prescribed a medicine with 
little discussion or education 
about why this particular medi-
cine.

We can take this discussion 
of the placebo effect a step fur-
ther. There have been reports 
and studies with prescribers 
giving their clients the option 
of taking “a pill with no active 
ingredient” (full disclosure), to 
determine if it may be effective.

Clients are informed that 
the tablet has no active ingre-
dient and has been found ben-
eficial for some conditions. The 
client is given the option to try 
this alternative for a period of 
time and if there is no or an 
inadequate response, another 
option will be offered.

Studies show that benefits 
are more likely to accrue to 
persons with mild to moderate 
depressive symptoms, rather 
than severe depression. A few 
other examples of conditions 
that may improve include 
cancer-related fatigue, the 
symptoms of irritable bowel 
syndrome and chronic low 
back pain. Conditions that are 
defined by “self-observation” 
or more subjective findings 
show the most improvement. It 
is doubtful that a placebo can 
lower cholesterol or cure cancer.

The bottom line is that our 
beliefs and expectations can 
make a significant difference 
in terms of healing. The goal 
is to continue to discern what 
enhances the placebo effect, so 
these factors can be kept to a 
minimum in research studies of 
treatment efficacy, and on the 
other hand, the same factors 
can be maximized in treatment 
settings. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Ketamine: Can a party drug        
be the next Prozac?

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by DIANA PI, M.D.

In 1962, Calvin Stevens, a chemistry profes-
sor at Wayne State University, was looking 
for a sedative that could also relieve pain. 

He discovered ketamine.
It delivered.
First tested in the Vietnam War, ketamine, 

fast-acting and relatively safe, became the 
battlefield anesthetic of choice. Widely used in 
humans and animals, ketamine’s on the World 
Health Organization’s Model List of Essential 
Medicines.

But in the 1970s, ketamine took a left turn 
and hit the club scene. Its “out of body” and 
“hearing angels” rep, and vile use as a rape 
drug, prompted the DEA to slap on a Schedule 
III controlled substance label.

Recently, a huge, unmet medical need – the 
alarming rise of depression and suicides in the 
U.S. – has rekindled an interest in ketamine.

Can ketamine go where Prozac fails?
Maybe.  
Before I go any further, you need to know 

ketamine is studied in patients who have treat-
ment resistant depression (TRD); that is, those 
who’ve tried at least two drugs, talk therapy 
and still haven’t improved (about one-third of 
people with major depression) or who have 
active suicidal thoughts. Ketamine is not a first-
line antidepressant.
Ketamine checklist:

First, ketamine supposedly works mostly 
with glutamate, a different brain chemical than 
what the current antidepressants work with. 
Diversity is good – Check.

Second, ketamine being ketamine, it’s 
a fast shooter. After dosing, the antidepres-
sant response starts in hours, 60% shows 
some response. Relief is temporary but can 
last weeks. Antidepressants may take weeks 
to months to work. Speed, efficacy – Check, 
check.

Third, one study showed those maintained 
on ketamine for 4 to 5 months had a lower 
relapse rate. May work long-term – Check.

Finally, on March 5, 2019, a ketamine 
nasal spray (esketamine, Spravato) was FDA-
approved for the treatment of TRD. It’s legal 
– Check.
The catch?

More research, especially on long-term 
efficacy, is needed. Even the current protocol 
is a cringing “let’s play it by ear.” Traditional 
antidepressants have low abuse potential: ket-
amine is – um, a [big yellow frowning emoji].

And, cost.
Spravato is only given in certified clinics 

(patients are monitored for two hours after-
ward). The starting dose: twice weekly for a 
few weeks. Then once every week or every few 
weeks depending on individual response. A 
Westlake clinic quoted $625 per treatment/
visit. Medicaid, Medicare and some insurances 
will not cover it.

There’s an increasing number of roadside 
clinics offering ketamine infusion to treat pain, 
depression, fibromyalgia, migraine or whatever 
at $400 to $2,000 a pop. Dr. Jeffrey Lieberman, 
psychiatrist-in-chief of Columbia University 
Medical Center, said while ketamine “is not 
snake oil,” patients are “getting treatments they 
may not need or that don’t work, or they’re get-
ting more than they needed.” He’s concerned 
about “people getting fleeced.”
What do I think?

I worry about the cost, the potential for 
abuse, misuse, tolerance. What if people figure 
they can get “Special K” for $25 on the street 
and start to self-medicate? Among other side 
effects, ketamine misuse can increase depres-
sive symptoms.

But if ketamine toes the FDA line – used in 
patients with TRD in conjunction with proper 
psychiatric care – I believe the bad boy can 
reform, and be the next Robert Downey Jr. 

by NOREEN KYLE

The Westshore Enforce-
ment Bureau Drug 
Task Force (WEBDTF) 

gratefully acknowledges the 
citizens of our six western 
suburbs for actively partici-
pating in the semi-annual 
collection event on Oct. 26, 
2019, when 276 pounds of 
outdated and unwanted 
medications were collected 

for safe disposal.
In addition, our WEB 

communities’ citizens were 
responsible for properly dis-
posing of medications via 
the use of the 365/24/7 drop 
boxes located within each of 
the police department lobbies 
to the tune of 3,028 pounds 
through Nov. 30!

We wish to remind and 
urge our citizens to continue 
to make use of the drop boxes 

whenever the need arises 
to dispose of those expired 
or unwanted medications. 
This simple disposal method 
serves the purpose of protect-
ing the environment and pre-
venting the diversion of the 
pharmaceuticals for illegal 
activities.

WEBDTF will continue 
to offer this valuable serve to 
increase the safety and welfare 
of all Westshore families. 

3,000 pounds of dangerous drugs collected

Annual Holiday Caring & Sharing 
program supports Bay community
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Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Holiday Gift Certificates Available

by BARBARA ARMSTRONG

This year, the Herb Guild Garden Club has decorat-
ed a wreath for the GLOW display at the Cleveland 

Botanical Garden. Every year area clubs are invited 
to decorate Christmas trees or wreaths at the botani-
cal garden to exhibit to the public during the holiday 
season. The Herb Guild wreath is based on “Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland” and shows many marvel-
ous handmade items depicting the imaginative story 
of Alice.

Visitors to the garden can see the club’s wreath, 
as well as other clubs’ decorations, now until Jan. 4, 
2020. Admission is $15 for adults; $10 for children ages 
3-12. Tickets can be purchased online at cbgarden.org.

Besides the trees, there will be a gingerbread house 
display and activities for children. The museum has a 
cafeteria where you can grab some decent food and a 
gift shop to get last-minute gifts. This is a fun family 
event sure to bring some holiday cheer to everyone. 

Herb Guild displays wreath

Herb Guild members Shelley Perry, Shirley 
Swindell and Kathy Tierney with the club’s wreath.

by BARBARA POWELL

The Church of the Redeemer United 
Church of Christ Chancel Choir pres-

ents “Everlasting Light, The Promise of 
Christmas” – a Christmas cantata – Sunday, 
Dec. 22, at 10:30 a.m., in the Redeemer sanc-
tuary, 23500 Center Ridge Road, Westlake.

The cantata – by Lloyd Larson, Mary 
McDonald, Jay Rouse and Larry Shack-
ley – tells the story of the birth of Jesus 
through choral and solo performances. 
It will be performed during the Sunday 
worship service.

“We are pleased to be able to offer this 

musical performance in celebration of the 
birth of Christ,” says Pastor R. Brooke Baker, 
senior minister. “All are welcome for this 
uplifting performance.” 

For information on the concert, con-
tact the church at 440-331-0834 or online 
at corucc.org. 

Christmas cantata to bring inspiration and joy

by TARA WENDELL

The city of Bay 
Village held a 
public meeting 

Dec. 10 to gather resi-
dents’ input on the 
proposed mixed-use 
zoning overlay proj-
ect. Planning consul-
tant Jason Russell led 
the hour-and-a-half-
long session, which 
included an extensive 
audience comment 
period.

N i c k n a m e d 
“Stay in Bay,” the aim of the zoning 
overlay is to update the city’s com-
mercial building guidelines to 
“encourage more retail, additional 
housing options and new com-
munity gathering spaces that exist 
in harmony with our residential 
neighborhoods.”

Russell led off the meeting with 
an overview of mixed-use zoning, 
including definitions and exam-
ples. The target areas that would 
be included in the overlay include 
the shopping plaza on Clague 
Road and what is being called the 
“Dover Center Road Corridor” – the 
Bay Square plaza on Wolf Road and 
the Dover Junction plaza and sur-
rounding area at West Oviatt and 
Knickerbocker.

He explained myriad ways a 

commercial zoning overlay could be 
implemented in Bay Village, regulat-
ing everything from the permitted 
uses of a parcel to signage and park-
ing. The goal is to provide a roadmap 
to business owners and developers 
who would like to remain in or locate 
to Bay Village.

The bulk of the meeting was 
devoted to public input, with the 
roughly three dozen attendees 
engaged in a thoughtful and open 
conversation about what they 
envision for a “village center” in 
the future.

Among the desired traits for 
future development were a modern-
ized aesthetic that retains Bay’s small 
town charm; less concrete and more 
green space; less conspicuous park-
ing lots, pedestrian and bike friendly 

routes; more dining options; and a 
variety of housing options for resi-
dents in all stages of life.

Most in the audience nodded 
in agreement the 
few times resi-
dents mentioned a 
Crocker Park-type 
retail mecca would 
not be a good fit for 
the city.

Councilmem-
ber Sara Byrnes 
Maier, a senior stra-
tegic park planner 
for the Cleveland 
Metroparks, stated 
that 800,000 visi-
tors come through 
Bay Village every 
year for Hunting-
ton Beach but don’t 

spend time exploring the city. A goal 
might be to entice some day-trippers 
to stick around after the beach and 
spend money shopping or dining.

The next steps in the overlay 
timeline are meetings with com-
mercial property owners and a 
discussion with the Planning Com-
mission. A first draft of the proposed 
code will be presented to the public 
on Thursday, Jan. 23, 7 p.m., at the 
Dwyer Center.

Following a review by the 
Planning Commission, the zoning 
overlay will be considered for imple-
mentation by City Council, possibly 
before their summer recess in 2020. 
If adopted, any future development 
that is subject to the new zoning 
guidelines will require a vote by 
residents. 

Bay residents share visions 
for future development

Consultant Jason Russell leads a public input session at the 
Dwyer Center on Bay’s zoning regulations.

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER
Do you have an interesting 
news story or a fun photo from 
the community? Join over 1,100 
Observer members and share it 
with the Westlake/Bay community 
at: wbvobserver.com/members.
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